
Growing People and Pastures

at HAVEN Meadows Farm



HAVEN Meadows Farm, LLC

Near Cambridge/Harris, Minnesota 
50 minutes north of St. Paul



Shannon Huberty, MOL

4-H:

• 22 Year 4-H Volunteer in Chisago County

• 11th year leading the Horseless Horse program

Professionally: 

• Masters in 

Organizational 

Leadership and 

Data Analytics

• Work as a 

Business Analyst

Personally: 

• 30+ years Equestrian

• Regenerative focused Farmer

• Strategic

• Analytical

• Learner

• Achiever

• Maximizer



Disclaimer

I am sharing my 

views and 

experiences. I 

would encourage 

you to research, 

and explore and 

make your own 

informed 

decisions.

Harmony at 

sunrise 

Kill pen rescue 4
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     Haven Horses

     Haven Hens
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Value 

Statements

Building 

Character, 

Compassion, & 

Community through 

Christ’s love.

Reducing The Financial Barrier

 To Equine And 

Eco-agricultural Education. 
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BUILDING 
CONNECTIONS 22 year 4-H volunteer 

Over 135 youth served in our horse program in ten years.

Horseless Horse Show 2023



Regenerative Agriculture:
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Regenerative Agriculture:

 A way of farming that helps heal and improve 

 our food and farming systems. It focuses

 on making the top layer of soil healthy

 again, increasing the variety of plants

 and animals (called biodiversity), and

 improving how water moves through 

 the land.

 Regenerative farming Facts for Kids
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https://kids.kiddle.co/Regenerative_farming
https://kids.kiddle.co/Regenerative_farming
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Horse Housing/
Management Needs
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Horse Housing/
Management Needs

Shelter

Water with

year-round 

access

Grass/Hay/

Mineral 

Feeding 

Locations

Safe Fencing

Hay Storage

What Shelter Do Horses Need at Lisa Sotelo blog

https://asktheman.xyz/#google_vignette


Traditional Horse Pastures

Partially bare pasture, overgrazed Short, all the same grass/nutrition 

13

Pasture Health & Grazing Management for Horses – 

[Guide] | Mad Barn
https://www.bluecross.org.uk/advice/horse/wellbeing-

and-care/grazing-systems-for-horses

https://madbarn.com/grazing-pastures-for-horses/
https://madbarn.com/grazing-pastures-for-horses/
https://madbarn.com/grazing-pastures-for-horses/


Dry Lots and 
Pasture 

Management 
challenges
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https://www.cowgirlmagazine.c

om/benefits-dry-lot-turnout/



Rotational Grazing:
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Rotational Grazing:

 Rotational grazing is a livestock

 management system where animals are

 periodically moved between pasture

 sections, allowing grazed areas to rest

 and regenerate.
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Grazing Management – Making the Most of the Available 

Forage - UF/IFAS Extension Jackson County

https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/jacksonco/2022/07/26/grazing-management-making-the-most-of-the-available-forage/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/jacksonco/2022/07/26/grazing-management-making-the-most-of-the-available-forage/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/jacksonco/2022/07/26/grazing-management-making-the-most-of-the-available-forage/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/jacksonco/2022/07/26/grazing-management-making-the-most-of-the-available-forage/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/jacksonco/2022/07/26/grazing-management-making-the-most-of-the-available-forage/
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/jacksonco/2022/07/26/grazing-management-making-the-most-of-the-available-forage/
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Horse 
Pasture 

Layouts to 
Consider
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https://s-media-cache-

ak0.pinimg.com/736x/60/e6/c7/60e6c7d660b5f2515d999aad550e36bb.jpg
Horse Ranch Wallpapers - Top Free Horse Ranch 

Backgrounds - WallpaperAccess

https://wallpaperaccess.com/horse-ranch
https://wallpaperaccess.com/horse-ranch
https://wallpaperaccess.com/horse-ranch
https://wallpaperaccess.com/horse-ranch
https://wallpaperaccess.com/horse-ranch
https://wallpaperaccess.com/horse-ranch


Mob-stock Grazing/ 

 Intensive Rotational Grazing:

19



Mob-stocking Grazing/

   Intensive Rotational Grazing:

 A grazing management technique where livestock

 are moved frequently to small areas of pasture, 

 or paddocks, at very high stocking densities. 
20

Rotational Grazing
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Nature Wallpapers Desktop Free Download Hd - Hitachi Tv 

40 Inch Price - 1920x1080 Wallpaper - teahub.io

Paddock Paradise 
Track System

https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
https://www.teahub.io/viewwp/imioR_nature-wallpapers-desktop-free-download-hd-hitachi-tv/
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Multi-Species Grazing:
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Multi-Species Grazing:

 Multispecies grazing involves grazing

 two or more species of livestock

 together on the same pasture,

 promoting biodiversity, improving

 pasture health, and increasing

 overall productivity.

25



Fencing

www.premierone.com
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https://nwhorsesource.com/respect-power-horses-instincts/eat-grass-forage-free-choice-teeth-mouth/

https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg 

https://www.kimballstock.com/results.asp?db=a&fotid=KH

https://th.bing.com/th/id/OIP.klUdHs4EXHXQF5etz3AbKwHaE8?w=294&h=196&c=7&r=0&o=7&dpr=1.3&pid=1.7&rm=3

https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/goat-eating-leaves

https://www.almanac.com/chicken-behaviors-dust-bathing-mating-preening-and-more

Animal Impact

https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.bing.com/cow-eating-fresh-grass-matthias-hauser.jpg
https://www.kimballstock.com/results.asp?db=a&fotid=KH
https://www.kimballstock.com/results.asp?db=a&fotid=KH
https://th.bing.com/th/id/OIP.klUdHs4EXHXQF5etz3AbKwHaE8?w=294&h=196&c=7&r=0&o=7&dpr=1.3&pid=1.7&rm=3
https://th.bing.com/th/id/OIP.klUdHs4EXHXQF5etz3AbKwHaE8?w=294&h=196&c=7&r=0&o=7&dpr=1.3&pid=1.7&rm=3
https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/goat-eating-leaves
https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/goat-eating-leaves
https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/goat-eating-leaves
https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/goat-eating-leaves
https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/goat-eating-leaves
https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/goat-eating-leaves


Regeneration

28
Cover crops for horse pastures | UMN Extension

https://extension.umn.edu/horse-pastures-and-facilities/cover-crops-horse-pastures


Rotational Grazing

Silvopasture forest 2025 project. Planting 500 trees 

for future shelterbelts for the horses in the pasture. 

We start grazing a paddock with horses or the 

sheep and goats, depending on nutritional needs 

(lambing, senior horses, etc.) Then within 3 days 

we removed any horses or ruminates, we add the 

poultry and then the pigs then we let it rest for 30+ 

days. Horses and sheep/goats are dead-end 

parasite hosts, they can eat each others’ parasites, 

end their cycle and not become infected.

Grass 

eater

Rest

Broadleaf 

and weed 

eater

Fly 

larva 

and bug 

eater, 

breaks 

up 

manure 



Management 
Decisions

30

Height to

     Graze

 

Days/Time 

on Pasture

Rest and 

Recovery

Parasite 

Management

Mechanical 

Intervention



INFRASTRUCTURE
31

Timing

Sugar levels 
are at their 

lowest from 3 
am to 10 am. 

Graze 
overnight

Grazing 

Muzzles 

decrease 

intake by 

50%

Spring 

(Fresh Grass 

and Fall 

(Frost) most 

dangerous
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Pasture Weeds: Identify and Kill Weeds Toxic to Horses 

and Livestock | Almanac.com

Weeds

https://www.almanac.com/control-poisonous-weeds-your-pasture-protect-horses-and-livestock
https://www.almanac.com/control-poisonous-weeds-your-pasture-protect-horses-and-livestock
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     Haven Hens
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https://pasture.io/grazing-management



35

Perennial Grasses
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Soil Health & Land Management: ROC Certification Pillar — GallantMaking the Most of Mixtures: 

Considerations for Winter Cover Crops in Temperate Climates | eOrganic- MakingMostCCMix_Final_Working 

Making the Most of Mixtures: Considerations for Winter 

Cover Crops in Temperate Climates | eOrganic

https://www.gallantintl.com/blogs/pillar-of-roc-soil-health
https://www.gallantintl.com/blogs/pillar-of-roc-soil-health
https://www.gallantintl.com/blogs/pillar-of-roc-soil-health
https://eorganic.org/node/12858
https://eorganic.org/node/12858
https://eorganic.org/node/12858
https://eorganic.org/node/12858
https://eorganic.org/node/12858
https://eorganic.org/node/12858
https://eorganic.org/node/12858


37Soil Health & Land Management: ROC Certification Pillar — Gallant

https://www.gallantintl.com/blogs/pillar-of-roc-soil-health
https://www.gallantintl.com/blogs/pillar-of-roc-soil-health
https://www.gallantintl.com/blogs/pillar-of-roc-soil-health
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Amazon.com : Clover Trio Seed Blend – Premium 1 Lb ~179,200 Seeds – Red, White & 

Crimson Clover – Cover Crop & Soil Enrichment Mix : Patio, Lawn & Garden

https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Clover-Trio-Seed-Blend-Premium/dp/B0CNDZQMK9/ref=asc_df_B0CNDZQMK9?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80608155912552&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=109732&hvtargid=pla-4584207635329522&msclkid=fa6a1d7fe122128663da74bab8baec87&th=1
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41
Reduces soil compaction, pollinators love it



42

https://image.slideserve.com/1391180/seasonality-of-forage-options-l.jpg
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From www.croplife.com

How I Plant

1. Frost seed when moisture and thawing is 

coming or in early spring

2. After my first round of grazing/late May

3. After my second round of grazing

4. Winter Rye in the early fall

Options for when I Plant

1. Have two buckets for each field I am planting

2. Divide seed by size into a large seed bucket or 

a small seed bucket

3. Broadcast each bucket separately in 1-2 passes



Avoid
Mustard- Digestive/Oral/Thyroid Upset/Foal death

Kale- Colic

Endophyte Infected Fescue- Reproduction issues

Hairy/Crown Vetch-neurotoxin

Red Clover- Slobbers

Alsike Clover-Liver failure-Photosensitivity

Buckwheat- Photosensitivity- sunburn

Foxtail/German Millet-Joint Issues

Sorghum, Sudangrass -Prussic acid/ Neurological/ 

Fatal Urinary tract issues. Wait 14 days after a killing frost, 

before turning livestock. Do not graze below 18 inches after 

a light frost. Nitrate can also occur during drought 

conditions
Minnesota NRCS Agronomy Technical Note 33

44
https://umn-bookstores-drupal.s3.amazonaws.com/Horse-poisonous-plants-poster2018-v6.png

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/MN/340_MN_GD_Agronomy_Technical_Note_2024.pdf
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BUILDING 
CONNECTIONS

25+ youth in Haven Horse Project

10 youth mentors

2 adult volunteers and countless parents 

Over 135 youth served in our horse program in ten years.

Horseless Horse Show 2023



“Each One, 

Teach One”

47

Mimi Silbert
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YOUTH BENEFITS

• Relational Skill-Building

• Career & Resume Building

• Educational/Therapeutic 

• Responsibility/Giving Back

• 8+ hours of lessons each month (April- 

September)

• Learning and Leadership Opportunities at the 

County, State and National level

49
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52Drill Team
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4-H Horse 
Training 
Project



54Youth/Parent Trail Ride
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12 Rescued
&

Redeemed
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Haven Horses 
Beginner/Intermediate 

Program



How Much?!!!

$2600 in costs per 
year per horse 

$500-550 for the annual vet/

dental visit

Farrier

Hay and Grain

Boarding or Labor

Not Included:

Emergency Vet or Ongoing Care Costs

Truck/Trailer or Transportation Costs

Horse Purchase Costs

How Much?!!!

$2600+ in costs per year 
per horse 



How many youth in this picture would be able to participate if they had to pay 

the full program costs? 



Being inclusive includes providing opportunities 

for those who would not be able to afford to participate.



Program Details

HAVEN HORSE - BEGINNER

   Program Cost: $125/ 4 sessions

HAVEN HORSE - INTERMEDIATE

   Program Cost: $125/ 4 sessions

HAVEN HORSE - JUNIOR MENTORS       

  Program Cost: $250/ weekly sessions

   April-June

YOUTH MENTORS -LEASE PROGRAM HORSES

Program Cost: Starts at $500 sliding scale April-August 
Year-round opportunity riding three+ times a week 
plus lessons. 

See www.HavenHorses.com



Helping 

Youth 

Soar!



We Appreciate

 Your Support!

62

Join Us/

Volunteer

Buy A Hen

Sponsor/

Donate

Haven 

Beginner/

Intermediate 

Riders
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•  We’ve raised 

     1500+ chicks 

 to sell as 

     started pullets

• Avoid baby chick 

    catastrophes, 

    unwanted roosters

    hours of labor in weekly in care

• 45+ Breeds Available

• Reservations are available on our website 

    for picking up your ladies
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Hen Sale   9am-3pm
Saturday, April 4th               Saturday, April 18th          Saturday, May 9th

           Hens on Display      No Reservations Needed
68
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Questions?

Shannon Huberty​​

651-210-2344

Haven Meadows Farm

havenmeadowsfarm@gmail.com

www.HAVENHorses.com

www.HAVENHens.com

http://www.havenhorses.com/
http://www.havenhens.com/


Thank you!

Shannon Huberty

Haven Meadows Farm

651-210-2344

havenmeadowsfarm@gmail.com

www.HavenHorses.com

www.HavenHens.com

mailto:havenmeadowsfarm@gmail.com
http://www.havenhorses.com/
http://www.havenhens.com/
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